Neuronal localization of pancreatic polypeptide (PP) and vasoactive intestinal peptide (VIP) immunoreactivity in the earthworm (Lumbricus terrestris).
Nerve fibres and cell bodies displaying vasoactive intestinal polypeptide (VIP) or pancreatic polypeptide (PP) immunoreactivity were demonstrated in ganglia of the earthworm (Lumbricus terrestris). VIP cell bodies were found in the most anterior ganglion of the ventral nerve cord, the subpharyngeal ganglion. Immunoreactive nerves were seen running in the center of the cord until about the 10th segment. PP cell bodies were found in the cerebral ganglion where VIP was lacking, in the subpharyngeal ganglion and in more posteriorly located ganglia of the ventral nerve cord. PP nerve fibres could be followed below the 10th segment of the cord.